Camas astronaut arrives at Space Station. 


( OMSI will broadcast digital 
images taken by Michael Barratt 


Camas native and NASA astronaut 
Michael Barratt arrived on _ the 
International Space Station Saturday as 
part of Expedition 19. 

Barratt arrived at the station via the 
Russian Soyuz spacecraft, which was 
launched on Thursday, March 26, from 
Baikonur, Kazakhstan, Russia. For the 
next six months, he will be serving as a 
flight engineer under the command of 
Russian cosmonaut Gennady Padalka. 

As part of his first spaceflight, Barratt, 


49, arranged to take a special wide- 
angle digital camera with him, and send 


' back images of his journey to the Oregon 


Museum of Science and Industry in 
Portland, Ore. The images will be shown 
as part of OMSI’s Starry Nights live 
planetarium presentations, as well as at 
other museums around the country. 

Barratt’s interest in OMSI can be traced 
back to his childhood. He frequently visited 
as a child, in part because his mother, 
Donna, worked there as a _ volunteer. 
Barratt attended OMSI classes, and built 
his first telescope with the help of a former 
OMSI planetarium director. 

According to a press release, the Space 


Shuttle Discovery launched on March 15 
carrying OMSI memorabilia, which will be 
given to Barratt. 

Barratt, son of Joseph and Donna 
Barratt of Camas, graduated from Camas 
High School in 1977, and earned his 
M.D. from Northwestern University in 
Chicago in 1985. He is board certified in 
internal and aerospace medicine. He was 
selected as a NASA astronaut candidate 
in July 2000. He is the first American 
flight surgeon with a formal specialty in 
aerospace medicine to fly in space. 

For more information about the 
planetarium presentations, visit www. 
omsi.edu. 


